
someone and having them say 
―no‖ or that we would 
somehow drive them further 
from God or the church. But 
we all agreed that there is no 
formula, there can be no 
expectation that we speak with 
a certain number of people. 
What is most important is that 
we pray for those in our lives 
who are far from God. We pray 
that the Holy Spirit would show 
us opportunities to ―walk 
across the room‖ for them, and 
that we would pray for new 
opportunities to build 
friendships with those we 
meet. 

As our friendships build, 
a perfect place to invite people 
is to Alpha. The Faith Night 
spring term will include 
another session of Alpha 
beginning Tuesday April 6

th
. 

Alpha is a 10-week small 
group, informal, relaxed 
experience where we can find 
answers to all kinds of 
questions about life and faith. 
This is really a great place to 
invite people who have little 
background in church or faith, 
or maybe they have been away 
from the church for awhile. 

As you will see in this 

newsletter, not only do we pray 

for all of us individually to  

See Page 2 

Inside this issue:  

Pastorõs Pen Continued, 

Just Walk Across the Room, 

Nehemiah Mission Trip 

  2 

 

 

Easter òRockó Opera, Easter 

Experience, Easter Plants, 

Holy Week Schedule 

 3 

Church Retreat, Chick-fil-A 

Leadercast, Employment 

Resources 

 4 

Camphor Update, Mission 

Survey Results, Study 

Buddies, Hospice of Western 

Rerserve 

 5 

Ladies Tea, Lay Speaking 

Training, Attendance Pads, 

EOC Summer Camp 

 6 

SUM Friends, Amishlands 

Bus Tour, Youth Events 

 7 

Prayer List, Liturgists, 

Attendance, Birthdays, 

Financial Report 

 8 

I am amazed at what God is 
doing as we have our church 
―Just Walk Across the Room‖ 
experience together. As you 
might know, the Men of Faith 
group which meets on Saturday 
mornings at 8:00 AM did the 
small group study back in 
December. I sat in with them and 
found a radically different 
approach to ―evangelism.‖ As the 
men finished the last week, they 
all talked about the newness and 
freshness of what evangelism 
means to them after having taken 
the course. 

(By the way – the Men of 
Faith Group will always welcome 
men of any age to come and 
experience growth, Scripture, and 
great fellowship. Most in the 
group are retired, but I will tell 
you that I have really come to 
enjoy their perspective and I 
appreciate their wisdom.) 

So this week, besides the 
teaching during worship on 
Sundays, we have over 35 people 
who are participating in four 
small groups between Monday 
and Tuesday evenings and Friday 
mornings. At the first session 
that I lead on Tuesday ―Faith 
Night,‖ we learned more about 
what it means to really listen to 
the Holy Spirit and pay attention 
to opportunities to ―walk across 
the room.‖ We also learned about 
our fears of approaching 

PASTORõS PEN 

Solon United Methodist 

Church  

The Messenger  
The Messenger, Volume 11, 

Issue 3 

Editor: Sandy Symons 
Deadline:   
15th of the month 
info@solonumc.org or put 
in ñNewsletterò mailbox in 
church office.   

March 2010  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Just Walk Across 
 the Room 

 
Sermon series 

Feb. 21—March 20 
 
 



Pastor’s Pen Continued 

The Messenger, Volume 11, Issue 3 Page 2 

A Church–wide Experience   -   Just Walk Across the Room 
     February 21 — March 20 

 

An experience that will change your thinking about the word evangelism. JWATR will re-
fresh your appreciation for the Holy Spirit’s mysterious ways, rekindle your passion for 
people, and revive your belief that the single greatest gift you can give to your friends 
and family members is an introduction to the God who … created them…
loves them…and has a purpose for their lives.  JWATR will feature 4 Sunday 
morning sermons and small groups.  Small groups are meeting Monday and 
Tuesday evenings and Friday mornings.  It is not too late to join one of the 
groups in progress.  

Nehemiah Mission Trip    July 18-23                                    
 

 The Nehemiah Mission of Cleveland rebuilds the lives and homes of the 
physically and fiscally challenged of Cleveland by providing services that im-
prove living environments in order to sow seeds of hope for individuals and 

neighborhoods. This trip to the Nehemiah mission replaces the annual mission made to 
John’s Island in the past.  Participants will leave Sunday afternoon and return Friday eve-
ning.  The mission team may be building and repairing porches, painting homes, cleaning 
and painting classrooms, working in food pantries or doing yard work.   
 Cost per person is $50; maximum per family is $200.   
 Deadline to sign up is March 21.   
 For questions see either Jan Smith or Pastor Low.   For more information about the 
Nehemiah Mission see their website at www.nehemiahmission.org. 

become ―walk across the room‖ Christ-followers, but we as a church will have opportuni-

ties to walk across the room. We already have twenty people who aren’t a part of our 

church who will be attending our Chick-fil-A Leadercast on May 7
th

.  We will be at the So-

lon Community Center again this year to celebrate Easter with anyone from who wants to 

attend. Help get the word out about this celebration.        

 I could go on, but instead I’ll encourage you to check out the rest of the newsletter 

to see where you can be a part of our church in ―meeting anyone’s needs as Jesus 

would.‖            

 Living the Love of Jesus Every Day,  Scott 
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       Easter ñRockò Opera 

 

         Saturday, March 27th at 4:30 PM 

 
A contemporary story of Jesus Christ, told through music and song, beginning in the 
Garden at Gethsemane through the resurrection of Christ.  Free.  Open to All. Invite 
friends and family.  Featuring songs by Third Day, Paper Wall, The Eagles, Nicole  
Nordman and more.   

      What If…..An Easter Experience 
         What If...You Truly Believe? 

 

   Saturday, April 3 @ 6 PM  
   Solon Community Center 

 

We offer this gift to the community, especially inviting those who might miss 
Sunday worship because of work.  Share flyers found on counter outside of 
the office with your friends.  

         Easter Lily Plants 
 

 Order forms will be available in March for anyone wishing to pur-
chase Easter lilies to decorate the sanctuary for Easter Sunday.  Cost of 
plants is $6.99 for a 6ò Single plant and $13.65 for a 7.5ò Double plant.  

Plants will   be available for pickup after  the 10:45 worship service on Easter .  When 

paying for your plants, remember to indicate ñEaster Flowersò on your check or offer-
ing envelope.  If you have any questions, feel free to contact the church office.  

March  28   Palm Sunday 
 

April 1 @ 7 PM   Maundy Thursday Worship 
 

April 3 @ 6 PM Easter Experience at  
Solon Community Center 

 
April 4   Easter Sunday 

 



The Messenger, Volume 11, Issue 3 Page 4 

 All Church Retreat @ Nehemiah Mission (Cleveland) 
           April 9 — 10 

 

 Join us for fun, fellowship, worship, prayer, and a time to grow 
individually and as a church. We will seek God’s heart for us as we 
continue to be called to meet people’s needs like Jesus would. How do 
our Core Values shape us? How is God calling us to make a real, prac-
tical difference physically, spiritually, and emotionally in the lives of 

others? To top off the weekend, Jim Szakacs, Director of the Nehemiah Mission will preach 
at our church on Sunday morning April 11th.  
 Cost is $15 per person to help cover the cost of housing and food.  A sign-up sheet 
will be posted on the bulletin board in the hall outside of the sanctuary.  

Chick-fil-A Leadercast 
May 7  

 

   A one day leadership event, formerly known as Maximum Impact,  
   features the world’s best leaders inspiring participants to make a dif-
ference at work, at home and in the community.  New this year are two sponsors sup-
porting this opportunity presented to the community by our church.  Paul Calabrese vol-
unteered to organize this year’s event.  A planning meeting is scheduled for Monday, 
March 1st at 7:30 PM.  Contact the church office for tickets.  Take a flyer to work or invite 
a friend.  See website www.chick-fil-aleadercast.com. 

Employment Resources 
From Jim Grant, Cofounder and Co-leader of the Chagrin Valley Job Seekers (CVJS) 

 As many/most of you know, my mission continues to be running the Chagrin Val-
ley Job Seekers (CVJS) organization and personally counseling job seekers 50-70 hours 
a month. Last year with the unemployment level so high, I branched out and starting 
speaking to job seekers at a variety of other organizations.  In order to spread my mes-
sage even farther, I created a blog at JimGrant1.WordPress.com, where I post articles 
with advice for job seekers and I respond to questions from them. 
 

The benefits to a job seeker visiting my blog are: 
     * He/she doesn’t need to attend CVJS meetings and officially register as a member. 
     * He/she isn’t required to identify him/herself or join anything. 
     * He/she doesn’t have to put up with any paid advertisements. (I do have a page about 
my job seeker book.) 
     * A job seeker anywhere in the country / world can access it through the Internet. 
     * It’s free. 
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        Update From Camphor Mission 
 
The following is a February 1st update from the Camphor Mission web site: 
 Much has already happened at Camphor in 2010.  Boy's dorm interior 
painted.  New screens on dining hall.  Teacher training held.  Students have 
returned to classes.  Agriculture producing palm oil for soap making.  Agriculture clear-
ing for more planting.  Salary payment is current.  Visitors from East Ohio Conference 
UMVIM [United Methodist Volunteers in Mission] arrived January 27th.  
 Our first toothbrush distribution has taken place. The 7th and 8th grade classes are 
studying about dental health. Perfect timing! Kathy and Danny spoke to both classes on 
Monday, January 25th. Kathy read two story books from the library and Danny did the 
health talk.  
 

Risk Taking Mission and Service Survey 
 
 Thank you to all who filled out a survey on January 31 regarding participation in 
mission and service.  Fifty three surveys were returned with indications that many of 
these people are currently involved in some form of mission and service at some level. 
The returned surveys also proposed some good ideas for the future.  More will be re-
ported once the surveys are analyzed.   

    Study Buddies 

 Experience the benefits of volunteering without leaving Solon. Be a 
buddy to children in grades 1-4  participating in the Solon Recreations' After 

School Program. You would meet one-on-one in the Community Center lobby with your 
buddy for 30 minutes to read and review home work. Volunteers are needed Tuesday 
and/or Thursday afternoons, 3:30pm to 5:00pm, for seven weeks sessions. The new ses-
sion will start March 2 and go until April 22. There will be no Study Buddy over spring 
break March 29-April 2. There will be one additional series of Study Buddy dates after 
spring break that will conclude at the end of the school year.     
  If you are interested, please call the Solon Senior Center at 440-349-6363. 
Volunteer Buddies should be 60 years and better! There is no charge to join the Senior 
Center for Solon residents. There is a minimal fee for surrounding communities to take 

advantage of art, social, exercise, and community outreach programs. 

Hospice of the Western Reserve raises funds through their Resale Shop.  
Proceeds from the sale of new and like-new furniture, collectibles, jewelry, 
and more benefit patients and families.  The Shop needs large paper shop-
ping bags with handles.  Please leave bags in Fellowship Hall and Nancy   
Unhold will deliver them to the Shop.  See Nancy for questions or visit their 

website at resaleshop@hospicewr.org. 

mailto:resaleshop@hospicewr.org


The Ladies Tea Group 
 

 

The Ladies Tea will be 
March 11 at 10:00 a.m. at 
the home of Helen 
Cerny.  Anyone 
interested in good 

conversation with coffee, tea and 
treats, please call Helen at for 
directions. No reservations are 
required.  Please join us. 
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2010 East Ohio Summer Camp 
 

 Summer camp provides opportunities for campers, young and old, to learn 
new skills, have new experiences and make new friends.  Campers will be chal-
lenged to learn who they are as followers of Jesus Christ.  A schedule of summer 

camp Preview Days and Open Houses can be found on the Youth bulletin board outside of 
the sanctuary.  For more information, contact the EOC Camp office at 800-831-3972 ext. 
108 or visit www.EastOhioCamps.org.   
 

 East Oho Camps are looking for outstanding Christian women and men.  Positions 
available are counselors, lifeguards, food service and more.  See the Youth bulletin board.  

       Lay Speaker Training 

 

 Adult Basic, Adult Advanced and 
Youth Basic Lay Speaker training is being 
offered in March and May.  In March, the 

training takes place at Church of the Saviour in 
Cleveland Hts.  In May, the training takes place at 
Lakewood UMC in Lakewood. If you are a current 
Lay Leader, you should have received a registra-
tion form in the mail.  If you would like to know 
more about becoming a Lay Speaker see Pastor 
Low or Jan Smith.  Additional brochures and reg-
istration forms can be found on the Information 
Table outside of Fellowship Hall.   

 In order to reach out 
to visitors and to anyone 
that we haven’t seen lately, 
we need your help when re-

cording your attendance in the At-
tendance Pads each Sunday.  This 
may seem to be a simple request 
but we are finding that the atten-
dance numbers and attendance 
names do not always match.   
 Please list your family com-
plete with first names.  If you list 
only your last name and pass the 
pad to a visitor, most likely they 
will do the same and we will not 
have complete information for our 
visitors. Also, the office can only 
guess who is attending when only 
your last name is listed, such as 
―Jones Family ‖. Thank you.  

Faith Night featuring Alpha 
April 6 — June 8 

 

       Why not invite a friend to attend 
Alpha?   Would you like to have your 

questions about life and faith answered? Do you 
have friends who might explore with you?  
 

 Alpha is a ten-week opportunity to explore 
the validity and relevance of the Christian faith 
for our lives today. It is a practical introduction to 
the basics of Christianity with loads of opportu-
nity for debate and discussion. The style of Al-
pha is informal, friendly and non-pressured. Join 
us Tuesday evenings for a meal at 6:30 and the 
class from 7:00-8:30. 
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    SUM Friends 
 

 Celebrate St. Patrick’s Day on Saturday, March 20, 6 PM at the Halda 
home.  Corned beef and cabbage will be provided!  Cost is $3 per person.  

RSVP to Julie by Sunday, March 14 and let her know if you would like to bring either a 
dessert or side dish.   

************************************************ 
The SUM Friends group is going to the Chagrin Valley Little Theatre on Saturday, April 17 
at 8 pm to see "Forever Plaid", a musical by Stuart Ross.  The tickets are $18 for under 60, 
and $14 for over 60.  Give Tom or Helga Kiovsky your money by Sunday, March 21.  You 
can also mail it to Helga.  Please make checks out to Helga Kiovsky.  Details about dinner 
before the show will follow later.  Hope you can joins us.  
 

Amishlands of Pennsylvania Bus Trip 

     September 8-10, 2010     3 days -2 nights       $339.00 per person, double occupancy.  

Two shows at the Sight and Sound Theaters:  ―Joseph‖ at the Millennium Theater  

       ―Psalms of David‖ at the Living Waters Theater.   

Cost includes 2 nights lodging, 2 full-course breakfasts, 2 full-course dinners, Kitchen Ket-
tle Village, Rockyale Square Outlets, Motorcoach transportation and more.  For complete 

details and reservation call Betty Purdy.  See brochure on bulletin board.  

          Youth Events 
     Fishdance & GIFT 

 
     Congratulations to the youth participating in the 30 -Hour Famine.   
 

March 20   Collide An interactive worship event for youth & their leaders 
featuring Mike Lewis, the Jesus Painter.  Cost $5 per person (includes 
lunch).  Permission slip needed. 
 
March 28 Build-A-Basket for Easter Fishdance & GIFT will build Easter 
baskets to give to residents at Anna Maria Nursing Home.   
 
April 16—April 17 North Coast JAM  Worship music by Spirit 
Fire Praise Band, 10 breakout sessions including a youth-lead band, Star 
Wars from the 501st Legion, Bible Trivia and more.  Permission slip needed. 
 
See Michael ñBudò Mclaury for questions.    



ATTENDANCE 

From Our Congregation:  Donna Bendenritter, Maxine Stillings 
 
Family & Friends of SUMC:  Victims of the earthquake, missionaries and aid workers in Haiti.  Ruth 
(Vicky Ferraiuolo);  Larry;  Sandy Boyd Taraba (Nancy Unhold);  Diane (Carol Taylor);  James & Bonnie 
Hensel, Joanne and Bob Steinfurth (Bonnie Vaidean);  Allison Daniel (Lynne Granger);  Virginia Yost 
(Pat & Vicky ferraiuolo); Bob Steeley (Lee & Carol Neumann); Sheryl Union (Donna Bendenritter);  Dr. 
Silk & his Family (Carol Taylor);  Bernie Wuyteck (Pat Ferraiuolo);  Ed Milbrandt (Bonnie Vaidean);  
Herb Henderson (Susan Rodhe);  Greg Michl (Tracy Foster);  Kylie Lovalley (Ray & Carol Niles);  Ritt-
gers Family & Orchard Path Church;  Steve Petersen (Kay Low);  Carolyn Ayers (Lisa Woodard);  
Ken Koenig, Helen Darch (Ed & May Rylander);  Charlie Emory (Carol Neumann);  Dean Shumaker, 
Barb Schrock, Jan Champa (Bob & Nancy Ewing);  Those Serving in the Military; Unemployed 
Friends & Neighbors. 

PRAYER LIST 
Please use this list as a guide for your personal prayers.  

 Liturgists 
 

March 7 Ruth Marquart 
March 14 Al Aungst 
March 21 Bill Rafalski 
March 28  Andy Vara  

MARCH BIRTHDAYS 

Financial Report   -   January 2010 
 

               General Fund            Capital Campaign 
 

Beginning Bal.    $39,357.33  $10,657.91   

Income                   32,026.95     4,299.00 

Expense                 26,108.78                6,722.19 
 

Ending Bal.         $48,275.50  $  8,234.72   

Jan 3 77 
Jan 10 147 
Jan 17 119 
Jan 24 115 
Jan 31 130 
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SERVING IN MARCH 

1 Peggy Brobeck 
Amy Gallagher 
Eric Unhold 

3 Olivia Blechschmid 
5 Jill Halda 

Adam Kobe 
6 Caeley Blechschmid 

Surina Abraham 
Lorelei Granger 

8 Bernice Bode 
11       Danielle Romanowski 
12 Nancy Brian 

Nancy Ewing 
Jo Ann Moore 

13 Charlotte Palmer 
14 Dale Buhr 
19 Karen Novitsky 
 Ethan Brown 
22 Michael Ours 
25 Deb Gallagher 
26 Roger Schad 
27       Chris Miller 

Maggie Granger 


